APPENDIX. 


the publication of this Work has been delayed beyond the time in- 
** tended, i think it not improper, all circumftances confidered, to 
ftate the caufes that have occasioned the delay. 

The reader will probably obferve, that fome parts in the plan con- 
tained in this work tor reducing the taxes, and certain parts in Mr. Pitt’s 
fpeech at the opening of the prefent feffion, Tuefday, January 31, are 
io much alike, as to induce a belief that either the Author had -taken J 
the hint from Mr. Pitt, or Mr. Pitt from the Author. — I willfirft point 
out the parts that arc limilar, and then ftatc fuch circumftances as I am 
acquainted with, leaving the reader to make his own conclufion. 

Confidering it almoft an unprecedented cafe, that taxes fhould be pro- 
poled to be taken off* it ia equally as extraordinary that fuch a mealure 
Jnould occur to two .pav&ns at the fame time \ and ftill more fo, (eonfi- 
dering the vaft variety and multiplicity of taxes) that they Ihouid hit on 
the fame fpecific taxes. Mr. Pitt has mentioned, in his fpeech, the tax * 
on Carts and Waggons — that on Female Servants — the lowering the tax 
o n-Candles, and the taking off the tax of three fhillings on Houfcs having 
under feven windows. 

Every one of thofe fpecific taxes are a part of the plan contained in 
this work, and propofed alfo to betaken off. Mr. Pitt’s plan, it is. 
true, goes no farther than to a reduction of three hundred and twenty 
thpufand pounds ; and the reduction propofed in this work to nearly fix 
millions. I have made mv calculations on only fixteen millions and a 
half of revenue, ftiii afterting that it was “ very nearly, if not quite, 

“ feventeen millions.” Mr. Pitt ftates it at 16,690,000. I know enough 
of the matter to fay, that he has not over ftated jt. Having thus given 
the particulars, which correfpond in this work and his fpeech, I will 
ftate a chain of circumftances that may lead to fome explanation. v 

The firit hint for leifening the taxes, and that as a confequence flowing 
from the French revolution, is to be found in the Address and De- 
claration of the Gentlemen who met at the Thatched -Houfe Ta- 
vern, Auguft 20, 17 91. Among mSny other particulars ftated in that 
Addrefs, is the following, put as an interrogation to the government op- 
puiers of the French Revolution. “ Arc they firry that the pretence for 
u nt:w opprejfive taxes , and the occafion for continuing many old taxes will 
“ he at an end?” 

It is well known, that the perfons who chiefly frequent the Thatchcd- 
Hoqfe 1 aVcrn, are men of court connexions, andfo much did they take 
this Addrefs and Declaration rcfpeXing the French revolution and the 
reduction of taxes in dilguft, that the Landlord was under the iiecdFity 
Qt informing the Gentlemen, who compoled the meeting of the twen- 
tieth 
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tkth of Auguft, and . who propofed holding another meeting, that he 
could not receive them *. Uldc lie 

Wha- was only hinted at in the Addrefs and Declaration, refpeftin* 
taxes and principles of government, will be found reduced to a r3 
Iv-ftcm m this work. But as Mr. Pitt's fpeech contains fome of thefme 
[S S to P S CS ’ n ° W Cbme t0 S ive the circumftances before™. 

The cafe is : This work was intended to be publifhed juft before the 
mecungof parliament, and for that purpofc a confiderable part of he 
copy was put mtothc printer s hands in September, and all the remaining 
copy, as fai as page 160, which contains the parts to which Mr Pitt's 
fpeech is fimilar was given to him full fix weeks before the meeting of 
parliament, and he was informed of the time at which it was to appear 
He had compofcd nearly the wholeabout a fortnight before the time of 
parhament meeting, and had printed as far as page m, and had given 
me a proof of the next fheet, up to page , *8. It was then in fufficient 
forwardncfsto be out at the trme propofed, as two other fheets were 
ready fiir taking off. I had before told him, that if he thought he 
fhould be ftratghtened for time, I would get part of the work done at 
another prefs, which he defired me not to do. In this manner the work 
flood, on the Tueiday fortnight preceding the meeting of parliament, 
v uen all at once, without any previous intimation, though 1 had been 
with him the evening before, he fent me, by one of lhs workmen, all 
the remaining copy, from page 1 11, declining to go on with the work 
on any confi deration. 

i o account for this extraordinary conduct I was totally at a Iofs, as he 
flopped at the part where the arguments on fyftems and principles of 
government doled, and where the plan for reduction of taxes, the edu- 
cation of children, and the fupport of the poor and the aged begins ; and 
full more efpecialiy, as he had, at the time of his beginning to print, and 
belore he had feen the whole copy, offered a thoufand pounds for the copy- 
right, together with the future copy-right of the former part of Rights 

Man. I told the perfon who brought me this offer that I ihould not 
accept it, anft v/iftied it not to be renewed, giving him as mv reafon, that' 
though I believed the pnntcr to be an honeft man, I would never put it in 
the power of any printer or publifher tofupprefs or alter a work of mine 
by making him mafter of the copy, or give him the right of felling n to 
any mmifter, or to any other perfon, or to treat as a mere matter of 
traffic, that which I intended fhould operate as a principle. 

■ j he gentleman who figned the addrefs and declaration as chairman of 

the meeting, M.HorneTooke/beinggenerallyfuppofed to be the perfcnwKo 

drew it up, and having fpoken much in commendation of it has been jocu- 
larly accufed of praifing his own work. To free him from this embarralfment, 
and to fave him the repeated trouble of mentioning the author, as he has not 
railed to do, I make no hefitation in faying, that as the opportunity of bene- 
fiting by the French Revolution eafily occured to me, I drew up the publi- 
cation in queftion, and fiiewed it to him and lome other gentlemen ; who 
t uA approving it, held a meeting for the purpofeof making it public, and 
fublcribed to the amount of fifty guineas to defray the expence of adverti- 
hng. J. believe there are at this time, in England, a greater number of men 
’•acting on difinterefted principles, and determined to look into the nature 
and practices of government themfelves, and not blindly truft, as has hi- 
therto been the caie, cither to government generally, or to parliaments, or 
to parliamentary oppofition, than at any former period. Had this been done 
a century ago, corruption and taxation had not arrived to the height they 
are now at. * 3 
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